
New Legislation:
Changes to the Lead Testing in School Drinking Water Statute
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• Caroline Olstad, Lead in Drinking 
Water Specialist at MDH

• Anna Schliep, Lead in Drinking 
Water Coordinator at MDH

• Sarah Miller, Education Finance 
Specialist II (Long-Term Facilities 
Maintenance) at MDE



Webinar Reminders

3

• This webinar is being recorded

• Microphones are muted

• If you have questions, use the Chat function

• If technical issues occur, try to leave the webinar, then re-join. You may also 
contact the webinar organizers at 651-308-3754 for assistance.

• Poll feature

• Please complete the follow-up survey that will be emailed to attendees



Agenda

• Health effects of lead

• Review original Minnesota statute 121A.335

• MDH resources for testing for lead in school 
drinking water

• MDE resources - LTFM

• Statute updates

• Consultation

• Questions
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Health Effects of Lead
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• Memory loss
• Lower IQ
• Behavior Problems
• Headaches
• Fatigue
• Muscle Pain
• Decreased Kidney Function
• High Blood Pressure
• Anemia
• Decreased Fertility
• Increased Risk of Miscarriage

Many individuals with elevated blood lead
levels have no apparent signs or symptoms
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Original State Testing Law
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MN State Statute from 2018 Required:

1. School boards adopt a plan for testing. Either the EPA 3Ts, MDE/MDH plan, or develop their own plan.

2. Testing every building serving pre-kindergarten through 12th grade students.

3. Sampling every tap used for consumption of water at least once every 5 years. 

4. Take Action: If lead is found above guidance values, make publicly available, and implement a plan that will minimize 
student exposure to lead. If lead level is above the guidance value, the tap must be taken out of service until lead is 

reduced.

5. Reporting: Results of testing must be publicly available and must notify guardians of availability of the information. If 
lead is above guidance values notification must occur within 30 days.

Minnesota Statute 121A.335
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/cite/121A.335

https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/cite/121A.335


Resource for Lead Testing: WIIN Program Overview
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Goal
To promote a safe environment for 
children in the state of Minnesota by 
assisting schools and child care providers 
in investigating & reducing sources of 
lead in drinking water.

Water Infrastructure Improvements for 
the Nation (WIIN) grant can help 
facilities meet the state testing 
requirements for lead in drinking water.

What the Program Offers:

Provides FREE test kits to schools, child cares, and Head 
Starts.

Flexibility for participants to collect samples themselves 
or have our contractor set up a time to collect.

Lab analysis done by MDH Public Health Lab.

Technical assistance and review of results so schools 
understand all options when remediation is necessary.

Training on best water management practices in 
buildings.



How the Program Works
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Long-Term Facilities Maintenance Program
Annual Plan due July 31
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Long-Term Facilities Maintenance Program 
Health and Safety/Deferred Maintenance Projects

Facilities Plans (Minnesota Statutes 2023, section 123B.595. subd. 4)  

• To qualify for revenue a school district or intermediate district, not including a 
charter school, must have a ten-year facility plan adopted by the school board 
and approved by the Commissioner.

• Plan must include provisions for implementing a health and safety program 
complying with:

Health, safety

Environmental regulations and best practices – indoor air quality and   
remediation of lead hazards.

Minnesota Department of Education | education.mn.gov 11



FY 25 LTFM Revenue for All Project Types

Long-Term Facilities Maintenance (LTFM) Revenue 

Majority of 335 school districts:  LTFM equals $380/Adjusted Pupil Unit 
(APU) plus a district’s average building age calculation. 
 Charter Schools are not required to submit a fiscal year LTFM Ten-year plan 

but generate state aid in the amount of $132/APU which may be used for 
any school purpose.

Minnesota Statutes 2023, section 123B.595, subd. 1(a) and 2 

Minnesota Department of Education | education.mn.gov 12



Health & Safety Finance Code 349 – Other Hazardous Materials
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FY 25 LTFM Ten-Year Plan Project Expenditures  
Category 1  

Leading for educational excellence and equity, every day for every one I education.mn.gov 14

Category 01
347 – Physical Hazards

349 – Other Hazardous Materials

352 – Environmental H&S Mgmt. 

358 – Asbestos Removal

363 – Fire Safety

366 – Indoor Air Quality



Long-Term Facilities Maintenance Webpage – Lead in Water Guidance
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Related offsite resources:
Lead in Water Testing – Water Infrastructure 
Improvements for the Nation (WIIN) Grant –
additional resource for lead in water testing 

Minnesota Department of Health (MDH) Drinking 
Water in Schools

Reducing Lead in Drinking Water Technical Guidance –
(Revised 24-25 Legislative guidance pending)

Education and Communication Toolkit

2017 Lead Legislation FAQs (24-25 Legislative 
revisions pending)
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LTFM Questions:
Allowed uses of LTFM revenue, process and timelines, LTFM expenditure projection 
spreadsheet, health and safety data base, LTFM UFARS coding, Facilities Age and 
Square Footage Reporting - adding new buildings or deleting buildings: contact 
Sarah C. Miller at sarah.c.miller@state.mn.us or (651)582-8370.

Revenue Projection spreadsheet, Levy Limitation and Certification report 
adjustments, LTFM aid entitlement and levy calculations, LTFM required debt: 
contact Lonn Moe at lonn.moe@state.mn.us or (651) 582-8569.

Long-Term Facilities Maintenance - Contacts

mailto:dale.sundstrom@state.mn.us
mailto:lonn.moe@state.mn.us


Current Statute Amended per SF 2995
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Link to new statute:
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/laws/2023/0/70/
laws.4.13.0

By July 1, 2024:
• Plans must be updated to include 

remediating at 5ppb.

• Plans must be updated to include water 
management strategies for maintaining 
water quality during extended closures.

• Plan must be publicly available upon 
request

• Recommended posting to the web in 
the same place as your results.

https://www.revisor.mn.gov/laws/2023/0/70/laws.4.13.0
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/laws/2023/0/70/laws.4.13.0


Current Statute Amended per SF 2995
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Still – testing once every 5 years (no 
change).

Remediation– must remediate to 
below 5 ppb and verify be retest.

Pertains to testing occurring after 
this rule takes effect—BUT USE 
SOME RISK MANAGEMENT! REVIEW 
YOUR OLD RESULTS .



Current Statute Amended per SF 2995 continued
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Annual Communications:
• Include in official school handbook/policy 

guide  AND Send parents an -annual notice-
telling parents how to get access to:

• Testing Plan, Test Results, Remediation 
Plan, 

• Update information at least annually (if there 
are new results)

Elevated Results:
Within 30 days of testing that shows results above 
5 ppb either remediate or directly notify parents 
of high result.

MDH Reporting-
Report results/remediation activities to MDH–
starting July 1, 2024.
(Watch for opportunity to provide feedback on 
reporting)



Current Statute Amended per SF 2995 continued…
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Public Water Systems
• Ask the Public Water System to help you check 

for lead service line, galvanized service line 
requiring replacement or lead gooseneck.

• Understand the water quality coming into your 
building. Water systems must install corrosion 
control treatment if they are not meeting 
SDWA rules.

When is it practical to wait to remediate:
• PWS has an ongoing violation for lead. (This will 

be listed in their CCR/and they have to provide 
notice to customers if this is the case).

• A lead service line has been found and you 
want to wait to replace it.

• Testing shows a source of lead upstream of the 
service connection.



Consultation: Reporting Results and Remediation Activities

Why reporting results to MDH matters?

• Allows us to identify where resources are needed for testing, and 
remediation.

• Allows us to make informed decisions about the state of lead in drinking 
water. 

• One easy location for parents, students, media to find results and see the 
work schools are doing to reduce lead in drinking water.

• Transparency and accountability  Trust!
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Examples of Ways to Report Results
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More Examples of Ways to Report Results
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EPA Tools
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EPA has some tools schools can 
already use to organize and track 
results. 



EPA Tools continued

25

EPA has some tools schools can 
already use to organize and track 
results. 



Poll Question #1

What would be your preferred format for submitting test results?

• Online fillable form

• Fillable PDF

• Spreadsheet

• Other (if comfortable type in chat your idea)
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Poll Question #2

What would be your preferred method of submitting test results?

• Log in to online portal to upload

• Email spreadsheet to MDH

• Submit online form

• Other
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Consultation: Accessing Results

28



Consultation: Accessing Results continued
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Consultation: Accessing Results continued…
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More examples
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Poll Question #3

What is your preferred method of accessing/viewing the results?

• Database

• Map

• Other
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Moving Forward

• Timeline: finish consultation process in October. Reporting tools live and 
available Early 2024 so MDH and Schools can meet the July 2024 deadline.

• An additional in-depth session for each topic
• Reporting results

• Accessing results

• Updating the Model Plan

• Involving other stakeholders that would be interested in how data is reported, 
and available for access. 

• Submit your name and topic(s) of interest if you or someone you know might 
be interested in the upcoming sessions
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Poll Question #4

What are the best ways to get new information to you?
(select all that apply)

• In-person meetings

• Virtual meetings

• Email updates

• Mailers

• Other
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Poll Question #5

What ways would you like to share feedback with us in the future?

• Comment box on our website

• Follow up meeting after the results process is operating

• MDH sending out a survey

• Other

35



Questions?
Contact Information

Email: HEALTH.WIIN_Grant@state.mn.us
Phone: 651-201-4700

Website: 
https://www.health.state.mn.us/communities/environment/water/schools/mngrant.html

Join our email list:
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/MNMDH/subscriber/new

https://www.health.state.mn.us/communities/environment/water/schools/mngrant.html
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/MNMDH/subscriber/new


Thank You!
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