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Sage Program Basics

• Sage Program is Minnesota’s Breast and Cervical Cancer Screening Program 
funded by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention(CDC).

• Sage Program is a program administered through the Minnesota Department 
of Health (MDH).

• It provides free breast and cervical cancer screening and diagnostic testing to 
clients who meet the eligibility criteria and get enrolled at a Sage Enrollment 
Clinic.
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What does Sage Cover?

• Breast and cervical cancer 
screenings such as:
• Breast Exams/Office Visit

• Mammograms

• Pap/HPV testing

• Breast and cervical cancer 
diagnostic testing such as:

• Breast Ultrasound

• Breast Biopsy

• Fine Needle Aspiration

• Colposcopy
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Sage Screening Program Eligibility

• Criteria for Sage Program Eligibility:
• Be uninsured or underinsured

• Household income at or below 250 % of federal poverty guidelines

• Live in Minnesota

• Age criteria:

• Breast Cancer Screening

• Patients who are 40-64

• 30-39 can be seen for diagnostic services and/or they have a family history of a first degree relative 
with breast cancer

• Cervical Cancer Screening Services

• Patients who are 30-64

Visit www.mnsage.com for additional Sage Screening Program information.

health.state.mn.us 5

https://www.health.state.mn.us/diseases/cancer/sage/index.html


What is MA-BC? 

Medical Assistance for a Person with Breast or Cervical Cancer 
(MA-BC) provides health care coverage to people enrolled in the 
Sage Program who need treatment for breast or cervical cancer or 
precancerous conditions.

• MA-BC is a Minnesota Health Care Program (MHCP) 
(mn.gov/dhs/people-we-serve/adults/health-care/health-care-programs/programs-and-
services/breast-cervical-cancer.jsp)

• MHCP is a program of Minnesota Department of Human 
Services (DHS)

https://mn.gov/dhs/people-we-serve/adults/health-care/health-care-programs/programs-and-services/breast-cervical-cancer.jsp
https://mn.gov/dhs/people-we-serve/adults/health-care/health-care-programs/programs-and-services/breast-cervical-cancer.jsp


MA-BC 

Two MA-BC paths
• Presumptive Eligibility (PE) MA-BC: Temporary MA-BC that is 

determined and granted by an enrolled MHCP provider participating in 
the Sage program.

• Ongoing MA-BC: MA-BC eligibility that is determined and granted by the 
county servicing agency where the patient lives. MA coverage is ongoing, 
rather than temporary.



Presumptive Eligibility MA-BC

Who can become a presumptive eligibility (PE) provider?

• An enrolled Minnesota Health Care Programs (MHCP) provider participating in 
Sage 

• Received MA-BC training (satisfied by reviewing this slide deck)

• Signed Sage and Screen Our Circle Screening Programs Medical Assistance (MA) 
Presumptive Eligibility Agreement (DHS-4786-
ENG)(edocs.dhs.state.mn.us/lfserver/Public/DHS-4786-ENG) and submitted it to 
DHS

• Fax the signed and completed DHS-4786-ENG to MHCP Provider Eligibility and Compliance at 651-431-
4762

• Upload a copy to the facility's enrollment record through an Enrollment Record request in the 
Minnesota Provider Screening and Enrollment (MPSE) Portal (mn.gov/dhs/partners-and-
providers/policies-procedures/minnesota-health-care-programs/provider/mpse/)
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Presumptive Eligibility MA-BC (2)

Patients who are eligible for Temporary or Presumptive MA-BC coverage are:

1. Screened by the Minnesota Department of Health Sage Screening Program

2. Require treatment, including staging services, to determine the extent and 
course of treatment for breast or cervical cancer, including pre-cancerous 
cervical lesions, and early-stage breast cancer

3. Are under age 65

4. Are uninsured

5. Live in Minnesota
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Presumptive Eligibility MA-BC (3)

Presumptive Eligibility (PE) MA-BC lasts for two months

• When does it start?

• PE MA-BC starts the first day of the month PE is approved by the presumptive eligibility  
provider.

• When does it end?

• PE MA-BC continues through the month after PE was approved.
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Presumptive Eligibility MA-BC (4)

To enroll a patient in PE MA-BC, the presumptive eligibility (PE) provider submits two 
forms:

• Sage Enrollment Form (www.health.state.mn.us/diseases/cancer/sage/docs/enrolleng.pdf): all 
four pages

• Temporary Medical Assistance Authorization (DHS-3525B-
ENG) (https://edocs.dhs.state.mn.us/lfserver/Public/DHS-3525B-ENG): Page 1

Send to the designated MA-BC contact in the county where the patient lives:
• MA-BC contact 

(www.health.state.mn.us/diseases/cancer/sage/documents/mabccontacts.pdf)

Important: A person approved for PE can show a health care facility or provider the completed 
Temporary Medical Assistance Authorization (DHS-3525B-ENG) to access care and services

• The approved person does not need to wait for an MHCP card to starting using MA-BC.
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Ongoing MA-BC (1)

To be eligible for ongoing MA-BC, the person must be:
• Screened by Sage or another CDC-funded National Breast and Cervical Cancer Early Detection Program 

(www.cdc.gov/cancer/nbccedp/)

• In need of treatment or further diagnostic services for breast or cervical cancer

• A Minnesota resident

• A U.S. citizen or have an MA qualified immigration status

• Have a Social Security Number or meet an exception

• Age 64 or younger

• Not otherwise eligible for MA under mandatory MA bases

• Not enrolled in other creditable health care coverage, such as 

• Group or individual health care coverage, unless the plan does not cover the needed treatment

• Medicare

health.state.mn.us 12

https://www.cdc.gov/cancer/nbccedp/screenings.htm
https://www.cdc.gov/cancer/nbccedp/screenings.htm


Ongoing MA-BC (2)

To apply for ongoing MA-BC, the patient submits
• Two forms:

• Sage Enrollment Form (www.health.state.mn.us/diseases/cancer/sage/docs/enrolleng.pdf) 

• All four pages

• MHCP Application and Renewal Form for MA-BC (DHS-3525-ENG) 
(edocs.dhs.state.mn.us/lfserver/Public/DHS-3525-ENG) 

• All four pages

• Also available in Spanish, Somali, Hmong, Russian, and Vietnamese at DHS eDocs (mn.gov/dhs/general-
public/publications-forms-resources/edocs/) 

• To the designated MA-BC contact at the county where the patient lives

Important: A patient with PE MA-BC must apply for ongoing MA-BC within 
30 days of the date PE MA-BC was approved.
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Ongoing MA-BC (3)

The county agency processes the forms for ongoing MA-BC

• Determines eligibility using the criteria for ongoing MA-BC (from prior slide)

• Can take up to 45 days

• Each county has a designated MA-BC contact 
(www.health.state.mn.us/diseases/cancer/sage/documents/mabccontacts.pdf)
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Ongoing MA-BC (4)

When does ongoing MA-BC start?

• For a patient that starts with PE MA-BC

• MA-BC continues uninterrupted from PE MA-BC into ongoing MA-BC

• For a patient that does not start with PE MA-BC

• Ongoing MA-BC starts the first day of the month that the person applied

• Retroactive eligibility for up to 3 months is available to people who meet all MA-BC 
criteria in retroactive months
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Renewing Ongoing MA-BC 

MA-BC Renewals

• Occur every 12 months

• The renewal month is the month of application 

• Example: If a person applied for ongoing MA-BC in January 2023, their renewal month in 
subsequent years would be January.

• Are processed by counties

• The county mails the MA-BC enrollee the renewal forms prior to the renewal month

• If the person is not eligible for MA-BC anymore, the county will decide if the person is 
eligible for another health care coverage program
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Renewing Ongoing MA-BC continued 

To renew MA-BC eligibility, the enrollee submits:
• Two forms

• MHCP Application and Renewal Form for MA-BC (DHS-3525-ENG) 
(edocs.dhs.state.mn.us/lfserver/Public/DHS-3525-ENG) four pages

• Also available in Spanish, Somali, Hmong Russian and Vietnamese at DHS eDocs 
(https://mn.gov/dhs/general-public/publications-forms-resources/edocs/)

• Completed by the MA-BC enrollee

• MHCP Certification of Further Treatment Required (DHS-3525A-ENG) 
(edocs.dhs.state.mn.us/lfserver/Public/DHS-3525A-ENG) two pages

• Completed by the MA-BC enrollee’s doctor

• Send to the designated MA-BC contact in the county where the patient lives
• MA-BC contacts (www.health.state.mn.us/diseases/cancer/sage/documents/mabccontacts.pdf)
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Sage Enrollment Form

Find Sage Enrollment Form at:

Sage Forms
(www.health.state.mn.us/diseases/cancer/sage/docs/
enrolleng.pdf)
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MA Presumptive Eligibility Grantor Agreement

Are you interested in becoming a Presumptive 
Eligibility Grantor?

• After reviewing this PowerPoint: Complete 
this Form submit to DHS before a MHCP 
participating provider can grant Temporary 
Medical Assistance

• Find Form DHS-4786-ENG:

• Medical Assistance Presumptive Eligibility 
Agreement 
(edocs.dhs.state.mn.us/lfserver/Public/DHS-4786-
ENG)
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MA-BC Application/Renewal 

Find Form DHS-3525 at:

Minnesota Health Care Programs 
Application 
(edocs.dhs.state.mn.us/lfserver/Public/DHS-3525-
ENG)
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Temporary Medical Assistance/Presumptive 
Eligibility (PE) Form

Find Form DHS-3525B at:
Temporary Medical Assistance Authorization 
(edocs.dhs.state.mn.us/lfserver/Public/DHS-
3525B-ENG)
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Certification for Further Treatment 

Find Form DHS-3525A-ENG at:

Certification for Further Treatment Form 
(edocs.dhs.state.mn.us/lfserver/Public/DHS-3525A-ENG)
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DHS Resources for MA-BC

Minnesota Health Care Provider Provider Resource Center

• MHCP Provider Resource Center (mn.gov/dhs/partners-and-providers/contact-us/minnesota-health-care-programs/providers/)

• Phone: 651-431-2700

• Email: dhs.healthcare-providers@state.mn.us

For MA-BC information

• General information: Medical Assistance for Breast or Cervical Cancer (MA-BC) (mn.gov/dhs/people-we-serve/adults/health-
care/health-care-programs/programs-and-services/breast-cervical-cancer.jsp)

• MHCP Provider Manual: Breast and Cervical Cancer (BRCA) Genetic Testing and Presumptive Eligibility Services 
(https://www.dhs.state.mn.us/main/idcplg?IdcService=GET_DYNAMIC_CONVERSION&RevisionSelectionMethod=LatestReleased&dDocName=
dhs16_137810)

• MA-BC Eligibility Policy: MHCP Eligibility Policy Manual (https://mn.gov/dhs/people-we-serve/adults/health-care/health-care-
programs/programs-and-services/breast-cervical-cancer.jsp)

• 2.5.1 MA-BC for a Person with Breast or Cervical Cancer https://hcopub.dhs.state.mn.us/epm/2_5_1.htm (open > for policy detail)

health.state.mn.us 23

https://mn.gov/dhs/partners-and-providers/contact-us/minnesota-health-care-programs/providers/
mailto:dhs.healthcare-providers@state.mn.us
https://mn.gov/dhs/people-we-serve/adults/health-care/health-care-programs/programs-and-services/breast-cervical-cancer.jsp
https://mn.gov/dhs/people-we-serve/adults/health-care/health-care-programs/programs-and-services/breast-cervical-cancer.jsp
https://www.dhs.state.mn.us/main/idcplg?IdcService=GET_DYNAMIC_CONVERSION&RevisionSelectionMethod=LatestReleased&dDocName=dhs16_137810
https://www.dhs.state.mn.us/main/idcplg?IdcService=GET_DYNAMIC_CONVERSION&RevisionSelectionMethod=LatestReleased&dDocName=dhs16_137810
https://www.dhs.state.mn.us/main/idcplg?IdcService=GET_DYNAMIC_CONVERSION&RevisionSelectionMethod=LatestReleased&dDocName=dhs16_137810
https://mn.gov/dhs/people-we-serve/adults/health-care/health-care-programs/programs-and-services/breast-cervical-cancer.jsp
https://mn.gov/dhs/people-we-serve/adults/health-care/health-care-programs/programs-and-services/breast-cervical-cancer.jsp
https://mn.gov/dhs/people-we-serve/adults/health-care/health-care-programs/programs-and-services/breast-cervical-cancer.jsp
https://hcopub.dhs.state.mn.us/epm/2_5_1.htm
https://hcopub.dhs.state.mn.us/epm/2_5_1.htm


MDH-Sage Program Resources

• MNSage.com: Find more information about Sage Programs
• Link to MDH MA-BC Information on Sage website: Following up on Abnormal Results 

(www.health.state.mn.us/diseases/cancer/sage/providers/abnormals.html)

• Call Center phone number: 888-643-2584

• Sage Provider Manual: Coming Soon

• Resources: Sage Resources for Cancer Patients 
(www.health.state.mn.us/diseases/cancer/sage/about/resources.html)

• Sage Patient Stories: Sage Stories 
(www.health.state.mn.us/diseases/cancer/sage/sagestories/index.html)

• Videos: Sage Program Videos-Webinar Links 
(www.health.state.mn.us/diseases/cancer/sage/about/videos.html)
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Questions or Comments?
Contact your Sage Clinical Services Staff

 Nikki Kuechenmeister, Follow-Up Coordinator 
 651-201-5904
 Nikki.Kuechenmeister@state.mn.us 

 Haley Storms-Kruchten, Clinical Services Coordinator
 651-201-4803

Haley.Storms-Kruchten@state.mn.us
 
 Carlie Koberstine, Clinical Services Consultant
 651-201-4969
 Carlie.Koberstine@state.mn.us
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PROTECTING,  MAINTAINING AND IMPROVING THE HEALTH OF ALL  MINNESOTANS

Thank You!
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