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Animal not available for 
observation or test Potential rabies exposure 

involving a species of 
concern (Table 1)

Extremity bites, bat in the 
bedroom, and other lower 

risk exposures

Positive

Administer PEP

Defer administration of PEP

Rabies test

Wild animals 
(Table 1)

Pets* and 
livestock

10-day observation 
period

Animal healthy 
at 10 days

Do not administer PEP

Negative

Animal available for 
observation or testing

Facial bites and other higher 
risk exposures

Evaluate risk with guidance from MDH: 651-
201-5414 

or toll-free 1-877-676-5414

Administer PEP Defer PEP until result 
of 10-day observation 

period is known

Defer PEP until result of 
standard or expedited 
rabies test is known

*Dogs, cats, ferrets

Figure 1: Evaluation of Potential Rabies Exposures Flowchart


