
Administer baseline 
TST

Reaction

Administer 2nd TST  
1 – 3 weeks later

Reaction

Person probably 
does NOT have TB 

infection

The reaction is 
considered a 

boosted reaction 
(due to TB infection 
that occurred a long 

time ago)

Retest at regular 
intervals; a positive 

reaction will 
probably be due to 
recent TB infection

Retesting not 
necessary

Person probably 
has TB infection

Retesting not 
necessary

Negative* Positive*

Negative* Positive*

*using 5, 10, or 15 mm cutoffs, depending on person’s risk  
 factors for TB

Purpose: To determine the difference between boosted TST reactions and reactions due to recent 
infection with M. tuberculoisis.

Use: Initial baseline skin testing of adults who will be retested periodically.
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